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THE PHILADELPHIA CHAPTER OF 
THE COPYRIGHT SOCIETY OF THE U.S.A. 

IS PLEASED TO PRESENT: 
 

The Rhetoric of the Copyright Debates: The Use of Metaphors, 
Moral Panics, and Folk Devils in the Great Copyright Wars 

 
William Patry - Senior Copyright Counsel, Google Inc. 

Author of Patry on Copyright 
 

When:        Tuesday, March 11, 2008 
Check-in:  11:45 a.m.-12 p.m. 

Program: 12 p.m.-1 p.m. 
Lunch Included 

 
At 
 

Where:                Woodcock Washburn LLP 
Cira Centre, 12th Floor 

2929 Arch Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19104 

 
Cost:                 Copyright Society Members:  $10 

Non-members: $15 
Please make payment at the door 

Checks made payable to: 
 

The Copyright Society of the U.S.A, Philadelphia Chapter 
 
 

 
Summary:  The use of rhetoric in copyright debates seems to have reached new levels.  
It is common place for both sides of the issue to pepper the discussion with terms like 
"thieves," "parasites," "criminals," "capitalists pigs," "alarmists" and the like.  Although 
copyright debates always have been freighted with metaphors, moral panics, and folk 
devils, the rhetoric seems to have increased over the years as the focus of the 
discussions turned towards a very public medium -- the Internet.  Our speaker will review 
the serious objectives behind such linguistic fireworks.  
 
 
William Patry - Senior Copyright Counsel, Google Inc. Formerly copyright counsel to the 
U.S. House of Representatives, Committee on the Judiciary; formerly Policy Planning 
Advisor to the Register of Copyrights; formerly Law Professor, Benjamin N. Cardozo 
School of Law; author of numerous treatises and articles (including one on fair use with 
Judge Richard Posner), including the new 7 volume treatise, Patry on Copyright. 
 
 
 

Please RSVP to Diane Ketler at 215-564-5127 or email dketler@woodcock.com
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